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-  Mattie  Carolyn  Weadier- 
ford  Crumpler,  84,  executive 
director  « 
national 
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in  Mate  WMU  wort,’  aaid 
Wanda  S.  Lee.  oonent  WMU 
executive  diinetor.  rwort- 
iiM  wMi  a  boiml  conqiMaed 
oTmany  Mate  Maff  monbers. 
file  brought  an  uadenland- 
ing  of  the  chaUengee  of  their 
wort  and  fieah  ideas  for  new 
ways  to  wort  together. 


nered  mixed  ie>devM  from  Christian  ctWcs. 

RdoMed  Dec.  u  by  Twentieth  Century  Fox, 
Rxpdiis  Doased  $24.5  million  ha  firM  week¬ 
end,  toppling  The  Hunger  Games;  Moddngjay 
—  Part  I  from  the  number  one  spot  m  groas 
ticto  sates,  according  to  the  website  Box  M- 


variationa  from  Scriptures  account  as  noted  tn 
areviewwrittenhyBrettMeCtackenthatap- 
peued  in  ChtMiaiiiN  Today.  He  said  Christian 
audiences  mtnr ‘cd  foul  on  sD  9oMs  of  thiiw 

■  Moses  wieU&ng  a  svmrd  but  not  a  Maff, 

■  Moses  being  chatty  but  Aston  havfaig  li- 
moMnobnes; 

■  Moses  kObng  lots  of  people  and  fighting  m 
die  Egyptian  army; 

■  no  ‘staff-to-anake'  scene: 

■  lu  repeated  uttennces  of  let  my  people  go’; 

■  no  liaby  Moses  in  the  Nde'  scene; 

■  and  every  other  deviation  the  flm  takes 
from  the  narndve  in  Emdus  l-M- 

This  spproadi  might  balk  M  the  laob- 
lematic  casting  of  white  actors  as  Egypoana, 
non-white  acton  as  slives/servants.  and  the 


fioe  Mojo.  In  the  US.,  It  haa  Doawd  a  patey 
$61,342,935  aa  of  Jan.  4  but  lias  done  much 
better  internationally. 

In  oonmariaon,  die  oaobowcntal  Bkhc- 
baaed  film  Noah  groMed  $43.7  miBion  itaon^ 
weekend  eaifrer  duB  year  and  vws  widely 
vievvedaa  yielding  dimppointingeaiTiinp. 

To  be  aure,  audiences  looking  mainly  for 
spectacle  will  get  their  money’s  worth  In  the 
$140  million  productioa,’  wrote  movie  re¬ 
viewer  Phil  Boatwright  in  a  Dec.  9  column 
for  Baptist  Press.  "Cinfciituiiately,  when  the 
tUm  gives  psuse  for  narrative,  those  in  charge 
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WILLIAM  PERKINS 


CHRJEAN  KA  BAM 


What’s  in  a  name? 


After  a  patticuUriy  deli^tful 
meal  mat  featured  a  OHidoua 
entrfe  I  Jtad  never  tHed  before 
—  Chilean  aea  baaa  —  I  decided  to 
look  up  thia  qweial  new  friend  of 
mine  on  the  Internet.  1  waa  quite 
auipii^  to  learn  that  Chilean  aea 
ban.  ki  neither  Cliilean  nor  baaa.  (It 
dorn  come  from  the  aea,  however.) 
Accordjnc  to  prioeooomicaxoin: 

Gfoen  IB  name,  uMch  oonjuns 
im  exotie  notions  (^Soudt  Amerkvn 
fiherman  cartfulty  acquiring  ihtt 
prised  fish  the  coast  of  d’ tie,  the 


come  from  the  coast  of  OiUe.  Many 
fish  soU  under  the  name  had  from 
arctic  rapiona.  Moreaotr,  the  fish 
isn't  even  a  type  of  bast;  its  a  cod. 
UntU  1977,  the  name  ChUean  sea  bats 
exist  and/ew  people  ale  the 
fiA  before  the  igpos.  Prior  to  that, 
aefentma  knew  the  fish  bu  the  kts 
mouth-watering  name  cf...  toa<l|l^ 
In  short,  die  Chilean  tea  bast  ia 
a  pure  marketing  invention  —  and 
a  wildly  sueeetsfid  one.  Par  from 
unique,  the  story  of  the  Chilean  tea 
bam  represents  someddngpfahr- 
mula  in  today’s  climate  of  overjish- 
:  choose  a  previously  ianoiid 
,  give  it  a  more  appealing  name, 
_  J  market  it.  With  o  Utile  luck,  a 
'  fish  once  toesed  bade  as  bycatch  will 
become  part  of  trendy  fgo  dinners. 

I  learM  the  small  iMit  expen- 
aiva  entrie  I  so  much  eiyoyed  last 
weak  waa  actualljr  once  part  of  a 
aeven-foot-kmg,  prehiatoric-lookiiw 
Antaictic  creature  with  a  mouth  full 
of  roenacinq  teeth  that,  until  a  few 
yean  am  aM  a  suceeaafUl  marketing: 
campaign,  wasn't  cenoidered  good 
enoi^  to  use  in  fish  atidia. 


I  told  myaeif  diat  surely  such 
would  not  De  the  case  witn  the  tasty 
sea  dweller  the  tootfafish  knocked  off 
the  top  of  my  hat,  otaiw  rotH^iy,  but 
I  had  to  fine!  out  now.  I  wish  rhadnt 
done  that 

What  I  discovered  was  diet 
orange  roughy  has  been  known  for 
centuries  as  the  alimehead,  for  good 
reason.  According  to  southemfeied- 
sc:ienoe.com,  the  aiimehead  pos- 
seaoes  *a  concentrated  frontal  array 
of  mucus  filled  canals.*  The  copious 
amounts  of  sticky  mucus  excreted 
re  neahsmaafol  and 
imam 

would  otder^^ig^b  of  slimefaead 
in  a  fancy  restaurant?  Call  in  the 
marketen  oooe  again. 

Tt  is  unfortunate  that  many  seg¬ 
ments  of  the  modem  American 
Christian  community  seek  to  mimic  I 
the  technicpies  of  good  nurketing 
campaigns,  ebang^  the  names 
of  urmleaaimt  tenets  of  the  faith  - 
sin,  fw  exant^  -  into  something 
more  palatable,  something  that 
goea  (town  eaaW.  something  that 
helps  us  svoM  taking  a  deep  took  in 
the  mirror.  ' 

It's  amnsing  to  know  we  are  being 
fooled  by  fishmongeta.  It’setemaBy 
deadly  aerioua,  however  when  we 
are  fooled  by  smooth  talkera,  tooth¬ 
ing  new  iDooiken,  and  modem  but 
reasonabte-soundiim  expianattoos 
for  our  swfid  behavior. 

Christiana  today  really  have  no 
excuse  for  felling,  tor  fcel-gaod. 
fslae  teachinu  perpetrated  by  fidae 
teachers.  We  iuive  the  examjMe  of 
Jaaus  Christ,  our  Lord  and  Mvior, 
and  we  have  the  Bible.  What  more 
do  we  need? 


2014  highlights  tell  story 


A  I  each  year  transitiona  into  the 
next,  we  see  a  lot  of  “list"  stones 
looking  back  on  the  best  snd 
worst  of  the  preceding  12  months. 

Some  of  these  lists  esn  be  iwless  snd 
annoying,  but  the  idea  is  rtll  not  s 
bad  one  if  we  keep  the  right  focus. 

I  encourage  you  to  take  some  tune 
in  the  dsys  ilesd  snd  make  your  own 
list  of  himligbu  noting  whst  God  did 
in  your  murch  snd  in  your  personal 
journey  throughout  the  past  year  Not 
only  will  It  make  you  more  grateful 
for  how  He  has  blessed  during  this  past 
year,  it  will  also  build  your  anticipation 
of  the  great  things  He  has  in  store  for 
theyear-shead.  ,  . 

"niere  were  many  2014  ministry 
hifhlights  at  the  North  American 
Musion  Board  (NAMB)  through  Send 
North  America  that  merit  celebration. 

■  We  are  seeing  new  church  plants 
gain  traction  in  some  of  the  toughest 
miritual  climstes  in  North  Americs. 
itor  instance  in  Montreal,  where 
evangelicals  number  less  than  half  a 
percent,  tieveral  new  church  plants  are 
thriving;  one  averages  750  in  atten¬ 
dance  each  week. 

■  In  Maine,  which  has  the  third 
lowest  weekly  church  attendance  of 
any  U.S.  sute,  there  are  similar  en- 
couraging  signs.  Kennebec  Community 
Chumiin  Augusta  is  averacins  400 
for  weekly  worship.  In  PorUend,  Cross 
Church  launched  this  year  with  200 
people  and  baptized  13  thia  summer. 

■  In  wme  of  the  hard-to-reach  ru^ 
areas  the  story  ia  the  same.  Alaska  is  in 


Guest  opinion 

with  Kevin  E2ell 


Before  2012  Aimaks  Southern^a^ists 
averaged  one  or  two  plants  a  year  but 
in  thelaat  two  years,  at  least  19  new 
churches  have  been  planted  and  more 
are  coming.  We  have  increased  our 
funcling  to  Alaska  Baptists  to  help  get 
th(»e  churches  startM. 

■  Starting  with  the  church  planting 
class  of  2010,  we  began  tracking  new 
Southern  Baptist  church  plants  Dctti 
rand  th< 


thu  everand  the  news  is  go^:  91X  icon  Mission  Boani  in  Alpharetta,  Go 


are  surviving  and  on  average  atten¬ 
dance  is  up,  naptism  ratios  are  healthy, 
and  our  church  plants  are  pving  to 
Southern  Baptjutt  Convention  missions. 

■  We  bad  185  churches  participate 
in  Churches  Wanting  Churches  train¬ 
ing  in  2014-  These  churches  are  now 
equipped  and  ready  to  become  effective 
partners  for  church  plants  and  church 
planters  throu^out  North  America. 
OveitJl,  more  than  3.900  churches 
are  involved  in  our  mobilization  pro¬ 
cess  and  1,880  have  already  been  con¬ 
nected  with  a  ministry  location  or 
a  church  planter. 

I'm  also  very  happy  to  say  that 
NAMB  is  doing  mikm  better  than  ever 
brfore  to  support,  encourage,  and  stay 
connected  with  church  planters.  Our 
Planter  Support  Ministry  provide 
ongoing  encouragement  and  equip¬ 
ping  for  our  planters.  In  addition,  an 
increasing  number  of  dHirches  are  di¬ 
rectly  connecting  with  church  planters. 

‘There  is  so  much  more  to  he  done  in 
our  effort  to  give  people  better  actcaa  S' 
to  tive  GoapoTin  Norto  America,  etpe- 
cialty  in  and  around  our  cities  where 
more  than  80X  of  North  Americans 
live  —  but  it  is  also  encouraging  to  take 
a  brief  took  back  to  celebrate  God’s 
activiw  and  Hia  faithfulness  as  we 
move  forward  with  our  efforts  to  push 
back  lostness. 

I  hope  ]wu  will  take  a  moment  to 
look  back  in  gratitude  as  well. 

Eaell  is  president  of  the  Sorth  Amer- 
Mission  ~ 
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Scholars  outraged  by  Newsweek's  Bible  comments 


«tii< 


Mohler  responded  that  Eicheiiwakl  "RTossly  exiijy;fr- 
ates  the  time  between  the  writing  of  the  New-  TesUiment 
documents  and  the  establishment  of  a  functional  caiwm  ~ 
TTie  aiwstle  Peter  referred  to  Paul's  writings  as  alreaily 
resided  among  the  “Scriptures"  (2  Peter  3:16),  arvd  an 
ancient  document  written  by  Papias  of  Hiera|:^is  reveals 
diat  the  canonical  Gas|:^  cp^sted  as  a  collertion  b>  A.n. 
110,  according  to  Christian  History  Magazine. 

■  The  Koine  Creek  of  the  New  Testament  'Vas  writ 

ten  in  what  is  kiHiwn  as  seriptio  crrntinua  —  meaning  im 
spaces  between  words  and  no  punctuation,"  Eichetiwalil 
writes.  "So,  a  sentera-e  like  wedioukigoeatmom  tiaikl  Is 
interpreted  as  'We  .should  go  eat.  Mom,'  or  'VVe  should  a  > 
eat  Mom.'  Sentences  can  have  different  meaning  d«'|K-nil 
ing  on  where  the  spaces  are  plaewl."  .  ‘ 

Mnhier  acknowledged  thiit  tlw  New  Testament  v.  is 
indeed  written  without  spaces  or  ivumluatkar  but  he  ob 
served.  There  is  no  text  in  the  Bible  in  which  this  is  tmh  .1 
proUem.  Corjtext  determines  the  meaning,  and  no  traiin  is 
in  any  dang»-r  irf  being  eaten  doe  to  confu-sed  puiKtualion 

■  Eichenwakl  also  suggests  that  .ScripPire  does  not 
teach  the  doctrine  of  the  iVinitv',  and  he  critkizes  Chris 
tians  who  believe  the  Bible  roiidemas  homosexuality. 

Mohler  countered  that  whik-  there  is  not  an  isolated 
proof  text  that  savs  Ciod  Ls  one  cs.sence  arnl  three  persons. 
The  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  lis|  drawn  from  the  totality  of 
the  New  Testament." 

■  Regaitling  homosexuality  .  Mohfer  noted  that  tieh 
enwaid 'apfM'ars  unable  to  deny...  that  Romaas  r.27  iden 
tifiaikmen  msting  after  other  men  as  sinful." 

„  Various  Christian  srholars  have  (XHintered  additional 
claims  of  error  presented  as  fact  in  the  Newsweek  artk  le. 
For  example,  Kichenwald  writes  that  “contradictions 
afamnd"  betwiecn  the  accounts  of  .lesus'  birth  in  Matthew 
and  Uike. 

TTior  Madsen,  professor  of  New  Testament,  ethks, 
and  ^iloaophy  at  Midwestern  Seminary  in  Kansas  Ciri , 
Mo.,  said  in  a  iW.  23  Baptist  Press  article,  "Mattie  's  in- 
fency  narrative  wnvM  contradict  lAike's  only  if,  in  some 
respiret,  Matthew  says  'A'  and  1  uke  says  rvot  “  A."  But  the 
two  accounts  don't  differ  in  that  kind  of  way.  What  we 

by  Luke,  and  vice  versa." 


NASHVILLE  (BP  and  local  raporta)  —  A  Newswee^ 
cover  artk^  calling  conservative  evangelicals,  ‘God’s 
frau^,’  and  charMterizing  the  Bible  as  full  of  er¬ 
rors  has  drawn  a  range  of  corrective  responaes  ftom , 
Baptist  commentstors. 

'When  Newsweek,  now  back  in  print  under  new 
ownership,  let  loose  its  first  isstre  of  the  New  Year  on 
the  Bible,  I  held  out  the  hope  that  the  article  would 
be  fair,  journaUsticany  credible,  and  interesting,  even 
if  written  from  a  more  liberal  perspective,'  wrote  t 
iMbert  Mohler  Jr,,  president  of  Southern  S-ininsiy  in 
Louisville,  Ky.,  in  a  Dec.  20  hjog  post  “But  Newawedi’s 
cover  story  is  nothing  of  the  sort  It  is  an  irresponsible 
screed  of  post-Christian  invective  leveW  against  the 
Bible  an^  even  more  to  the  poinL  against  evangelical 
Christianity.  It  is  one  of  the  most  irresponsible  articles 
eVer  to  appear  in  a  journalistic  guise.’ 

Appeanng  on  the  Fox  News  Oiannd’s  Fox  ft  Friends 
show  on  Dec.  Mohler  said  the  aiticie  demonstrates 
"ignotaw*  of  the  facts’ legardii^  Scripture. 

“When  you  have  someone  in  the  media  give  a  bm- 
anced  view  and  talk  about  the  neat  trutte  of  the  fiiith 
in  an  honest  and  balanced  anajoumalistic  wty,  that’s 
fair  game,’  Mohler  told  host  Eliubeth  Hassdbeck  and 


guert  host  Scott  Brown,  a  former  Raaiblican  senatdr 
from  Maasadniaetts,  “but  that’s  not  wtat  we're  dealing 
with  h«e.  From  the  opening  shot,  fliis  is  an  open  attack 
upon  Christianity.’ 

Written  by  Vanity  Fair  magazine’s  vetenn  business 
and  financial  reporter  Kurt  Eicfienwald,  Newsweek’s  arti¬ 
cle  is  titl^  ’The  Bible:  So  MiaundenlDod  It’s  a  Sin,’  and 
appears  in  the  magazine’s  Jan.  a  issue.  Eicbemwald  does 
not  cite  any  conservative  evangeiicais  as  sources  but  does 
qu^  Bart  Ehnnan,  a  New  TestammitjpnifeaM  who  has 


America  from  their  political  opponmts,  mostly  Dem^  tA  .  1r  JHH  Hv 
cafet^  Chriatiaiis  who  pick  and  choose  wfa^  Bible  ■■■■■■■ 

verees  they  heed  with  less  care  than  they  exercise  in  ae- 

lecting  side  onieis  for  hinch.’  f  ■  jv 

Fox  News  commentator  Todd  Sttim  a  Southern  HRr  H  ■  ft 

Baptist  smI  former  associate  ediUiT  for  Baptirt  Press  m  '•  5*^ ^  y  , 

NsAviBe,  asked  why  national  news  msgazinw  do  nrt  lev-  J!  J  iB 

friririam  at  adherenta  of  othw  woffld  rdigioB^  ^  ^ 

•Thentitkm^im¥$ttiagMnimoevermmtot»Ml3- 

lsm.WheriwMthelasttimeNewiweekorTlmepugtahed 

vMMld  have  the  couTMe  to  ptMsfa  The  Koran:  So  Mnun- 

dentoodlt’saSinTIwooderifNdwsweekwould  Alowa  Mohler  responded.  "No  knowfedgea^  evangel 
fenanot  to  wwgh  in  on  what  the  Islamic  holy  book  Hys  fUima  that  the  Bfiiies  we  rend  in  English  are  any^ng 

about  women?  Perhaps  Newsweek  could  Bu^ate  their  oti^r  than  translations.  But  it  is  just  wrong  and  recUess 
story  with  cartoons  of  Muhammnd  —  or  ini?ihe  photo-  to^jiiligtfaattoday’sberttranslstmnsaRmeTclyatiarai- 
gn^ofjihadiBtsbebesdii« Chrism  in  the  nameo^  |atianaftiatMlationsoftransiations.’ThatjiistisnTso- 
Uh?l^  we  dl  know  that  won’t  happen,  ri^Neiwweek?j  notevendose.’ 


PolMcal  hypocritBS 

Ekhenwald  nanus  conservative  politicians  suchTi.> 
Saiidi  Palin,  fornier  governor  of  Alaska  and  former 
preaidental  candidate:  former  Ccirigreaawsiman  Miche.f 
Bachmann;  outgoing  Texas  (knerncu  Rick  rer^':  and 
cummt  Louisiana  (kivernor  Bobby  .IindaJ  -  ail  Rtpub 
licans  —  as  examples  of  Christiaas  who  apply  the  Bibir 
incorrectly  and  hypocritically.  ,  u  .  1 

Bachmann  “should  shut  upand  .sit  ckiwn  rf she  takes 
seriously  the  teachii^  of  1  Timothy  ■ 

should  ■‘slay  silent,"  Eiche: — .  . 

female  politician  who  insists  the  New  restamwt  ts  the  ni- 

enanti . I  ‘ 

she  is  a  hypoerite." 

Mohkr  itHintered  that 


. .  2:12  that  wonH'ii 

Eichenwaki  writes.  He  adds.  “Kwis 

wwxl  (rftiod  ne^  to  resign  imnnstiateiv  or  .admit 

_ _ _ Ek-henw.akr"scem.s  to  Wiesi 

that  the  teachings  about  evomen  teaching  and  k^liiig  in  1 
Uroothy  evooki  apply  to  a  woiiwii  in  |X)litk-al  oftka  .  failm- 
to  1^  that  the  text  Is  clearly  .speaking  of  order  within  lli' 
citristian  assembly." 

Steve-  lemkc,  provost  at  New  Orleaas  .V-minan  .  toll 

_  „  Baptist  Press  in  written  comments  that  Ekhenwalil 

repare  their  lectures  and  sermon-s  from  the  -jmjssly  mlscharctcri/x-s  both  Christians  and  the  Itibl. 
Greek  texts,  and  constantly  consult  ancient  primarily  cites  non-Chri.stian  and  lilx-ral  seholai-s.  s'  ■ 
of  these  texts.  their  opinions  predk-tably  challenge  Ikblk-al  inen-.me\ 

itK  read  directly  from  fKsimilcs  of  ancient  pjchenwakl  Is  not  luting  in  an  area  of  his  ex)x-rtis.'  and 
mte  Vaticanus,  Sinaiticu$t  aiKl  p46.  The  au*  eviuigelical  scholars  siic*h  as  Dan  fot  IhiliaN  i 

irtide  is  dc«riy  unaware  trf  tht*  ouWandinK  fcjjycal  Semimirv]  arei  Al  Mnhier  have  alreail\  sIionmi  th.  ; 
Itch  conductecl  by  Christian  scholars  or  con-  his  outrageeaxs  daim.s  are  devoid  of  aix-uracs 
ne  to  ignore  it.’  In  the  end.  "this  artkle  is  likely  to  ik>  lai  more  d.im 

:  401' years  passed  between  the  writing  cif  aactoNews-wts'k’'lhanChristianit\.  NlfmlervA^iic  Kui  i 
katian  manuscripts  and  their  compilation  SchenwaUl  prohaWy  has  little  to  lf)s**  anifftig  his  liu  ful 
M  Tiatamcnt,*  Eicbenwald  writes.  “(That's  at  Vanit>  artk  k'  is  nothing  less  than  .in  ein 

inoiint  <rf  time  between  the  arrival  of  the  barrassimMit.  To  take  advantage  of  Newsweek  s  title  ii 
the  Mayflower  and  today.)  The  first  biniks  bo  ^  ' 

festanient  were  written  i»ooo  years  befort'  •  i-  vt  i-  ... 

ftT  ivorda.  lome  1  SOO  years  passed  between  Editor's  note:  htchenivaUi  s  Neiesieeek  eoni 
firet  biblical  au’t^  pot  stick  to  day  and  menlarp  i-ari  he  read  in  it.s  ‘’"''’'•''M 

_ u  KiMar  Tto«f tonwant  n^tilStll^rk .COm/2<>t.‘i/0t/02/thutS-n0i  ‘WnOt  -hihlt 


IMdfnbkta* 

The  Newsweek  article  preaeito  m  fart  a  lirt  of  ^ 
Doaed  errors,  oontradiettoQa,  and  other  ptuUems  m  me 
BAto  Thooch  aO  of  Eichenwrid’i  aaaertiona  been 
addieasad  by  oooaervative  biblical  adwiars,  he  does  not 

mention  that  in  the  easav  _  _ 

In  his  bl^  poat,  MoUer  eouatered  some  of  Eidien- 

'**{lTtoSw2tao^id5«^  ever  read  ttel^.  Nei- 
read  a  bad  tianaialion  -  a  tranalatjon  of  tTanatafroM  of 
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One  of  the  absolute,  most  jflori- 
ous  attributes  of  the  Christian 
faith  is  forgiveness.  The  splen¬ 
dor  and  brilliance  of  God’s  fo^ve- 
ness  of  our  sins  is  overwhelming.  God 
loved  us  so  much  that  He  sent  His 
■  mly  begotten  Son  to  die  on  a  cross 
so  that  He  could  say,  "Your  sins  have 
iM-cn  paid  for  and  i  forgive  you.'  At 
that  spiritual  transactional  moment 
our  sins  are  gone.  They  are  never  to 
be  held  against  us  again,  never  to  be  a 
part  of  our  life  and  never  to  be  a  part 
of  our  future.  They  are  gone!  As  the 
Old  Testament  struggles  with  trying 
to  explain  to  us  how  much  they  are 

tone  and  where  they  are  gone,  the 
cripture  says  that  they  are  buried 
in  the  depths  of  the  sea.  TTict  are 
removed  as  far  as  the  east  is  from  the 
west.  That  is  a  far  piece. 

I  will  never  forgrt  when  I  heard  for 
the  very  first  time  someone  exji^initag 
that  you  can  go  north  or  south  just  so 
far,  and  if  you  were  to  circle  the  globe 
from  north  to  south  or  south  to  north 
that  eventually  you  will  get  to  a  point 
that  you  would  then  endup  going 
south  to  north,  and  then  ^  would 
begin  going  north  Jo  south.  But  when 
you  go  east  to  west  it  is  infinite.  You 
can  go  west,  and  west,  and  west  and 
it  will  always  be  west  and  you  ^  not 
ever  have  to  change  or  stop  going  west 
or  east.  God  has  separated  our  sms 
from  us  as  far  as  the  east  is  from  the 
west  and  there  is  no  measurement. 
There  is  no  spot  where  it  stops  being 
west  or  stops  being  east.  Our  sins  are 
gone.  While  we  rejoice  and  celebrate 


WHh  Jtaa  Fatral,  aancnlnm  dirwrtar-trtiWfar  , 
aKniwif^  Baptift  CMVMtiw  Board  >  .  > 


Forgive  -  A  Wonderful  Old 
Thought  for  a  New  Year! 


in  the  glory  of  God’s  goodness  and  His 
forgiveaess  of  our  sins,  our  foTlj^ 
ness  seems  fo  be  far  more  difficult  for 
us  to  deal  with. 

When  someone  sins  agmnst  us, 
wrongs  ns,  hurts  us  and  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  us  to  forgive  sUnds  at  our 
heart's  door,  what  do  we  do?  Among 
other  things,  we  just  kind  of  struggle 
with  what  to  do  and  mavbe  even  spend 
'time  wrestling  with  philoaophical 
ideas  like  1  may  forgive,  but  I  cannot 
foraet.  Lily  Tomlin,  Ae  comedian  and 
phuosopber,  once  said  that  real  for¬ 
giveness  takes  place  when  we  give  up 
all  hope  of  ever  having  a  better  past. 
What  a  thought! 


It  is  not  unlike  the  statement  you 
hear  frequently  today,  'It  U  what  it 
is.'  But  what  aqyoo  do  with  it  when 
it  is  what  it  U?  'nie  only  thing  that  we 
are  called  on  to  do  and  the  oi^  thing 
that  is  possible  to  do  is  to  let  it  go. 
Forgive!  We  do  have  the  opportunity 
of  having  a  better  future,  and  it  can 
be  shap^,  blessed,  bright,  and  hope- 

fiiL  V^n  you  think  about  it,  that  IS 

the  way  it  is  with  God  and  us.  Tliat 
is  alim  the  way  that  it  can  be  with  us 
and  us.  It  is  ul  that  you  can  do  and  all 
that  you  must  do.  You  cannot  change 
the  past,  but  you  can  let  go  of  the  past 
and  when  you  do  your  future  becomes 
amazingly  different. 


It  is  interesting  to  watch  many  of 
us  1^0  arc  unwilTing  to  forgive.  In  . 
our  minds  we  determine  that  we  have] 
been  wronged.  And  the  truth  is  we 
have  been,  and  so  that  justifies  us  to 
just  live  in  bitterness  and  unforgive¬ 
ness  as  though  that  will  make  us  not 
only  feel  better  but  be  better  people. 
Really!  For  just  a  moment,  think  . 
about  that.  What  if  God  chose  to  walk! 
down  the  road  of  unforgjveness  to-  I 
ward  us?  His  name  has  been  defamcd  l 
and  He  has  been  rejected  and  hurt. 

So  G^  determines  that  He  will  just 
sit  in  a  position  of  unforgiveness.  As 
you  think  about  that,  you  realize  that 
IS  not  His  character.  He  is  not  that 
kind  of  person.  You  cannot  believe 
that  He  would  think  or  do  that.  You 
would  be  right,  but  He  expects  utf  to 
be  like  Him.  That  means  when  we  for¬ 
give  and  treat  people  with  grace  and 
mercy  we  are  acting  in  the  character 
and  goodness  of  Gm.  If  we  do  not.  we 
take  on  the  character  of  hard  hearted 
neaa,  bitter,  broken  and  even  angry 
human  beinga. 

1.  Our  forgiveneas  ia  not  just  an  ex¬ 
pression  to  other  people  that  lets  them 
off  the  hook  so  thst  they  can  just  go  on 
about  their  business.  No,  our  forgiv¬ 
ing  spirit  lets  us  off  of  the  hook  and 
transforms  our  oharacter  to  the  like- 
neasof  Jesua.  When  you  forgive  you 
can  live  and  give.  Forgive  fof  God’s 
sake  and  forgive  for  the  sake  of  otheis. 
For  the  s^  of  yootielf,  do  K  today! 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
<fiicctions^m6c6.oiX|. 


Staff  Chanaes 


^  Crystal  MdgeOwralvijmt- 
tawfla:  Jamiary  BRiie  Study/ 
Revival,  Jaa  u  -  14;  Sun..  11 
am  and  6:30  p.m.r  Mon.  - 
Wed.,  7  pm;  Rmdall  Creel, 
qieaker,  Charlea  Rook,  pastor. 


^  Cadar  Oruva  ChunT 
Lana:  Revival,  Jan.  18-19; 
Sun.,  11  am.  and  5  p  Oy 
Moo.,  7  pm.;  Randafl  Cred, 
speaker;  Henry  Kettmann, 
{MMtor. 


College  News 

>■  The  William  Carey  Univarsitv  School  of  Education  will  offer  the  doctor  of  education  (Ed.D.) 
in  educational  leadership  K-ia  beginning  in  November  201s,  pending  spptpval  by  the  South¬ 
ern  Association  of  Collnes  and  Scnoolt  Commiaaion  on  Colleges.  The  new  de^M  null  prepare 
candidates  to  become  effective  leaders  in  their  acbool  distiicta.  The  degree  is  offered  primarily 
in  an  online  format  with  61  required  course  hours,  including  the  dissertation.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  on  the  new  degree,  contact  Uesa  Weaver,  aaaisUnt  professor  of  eduration  and  i^r 
educational  leadership,  at  lweaver#wmcarey.edu.  For  more  information  about  the  School  of 
Fxlucation.  call  (601)  316-6600  or  wit  www.wincarey.edu. 


OLD  VtCKSSURO  ROAD  CHURCH,  ainton, 
has  callad  Jonathan  Michaat  Poa  as  pastor  Dec.  14, 
2014.  Shown  are  Mark  Akars.'POa,  Billy  Lancaster, 
and  Willis  Matthews. 


MOUNT  OUVET  CHURCH,  FOREST, 
has  called  ChfitWWIa  as  pastor.  Ha  «  foxn 
Philadalphia  and  comaa  with  hit  wite 
Sarah  and  daughlara,  Blair  and  Annalvae. 


Ready  to  knock  out  some  questions  about 
estate  planning? 


THt  Ml^  4BAI  fOt 


Don't  iNss  IMS 


free  Estate  Planning  Phone  Seminar 

Gam  acoaaa  to  up-lo-dals.  targatsd  mfbrmation  praaanted 
tolUras  by  FMaanroCorp  in  association  with  your  Misaiss>pp> 
Baptist  Foundation 

Four  opportunWos  to  participate 

January  22,  at  10  a.m.  or  7  p.m 
January  29,  at  10  a.m.  or  3  p.m 

1W*  ways  to  rotflater 

CM  the  Foundation  at  6012924210  or  smaH  feundaOonOmbeb  org 
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ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


1 


ISAIAH  6:8 


lUIM  ISIS 


Sporicr«v  •  V  tK" 

Otrp.«rtmrrt 

Ml  ;-T- 

Cc.'. v-^ntiO^^r  Bo«.rd 

Foi  iTioftf  Anfo»>“olic-r.  ccr-.t'-t 
tF>«»  Dww.'ittn'^n!  \X 

800  748  16':^  tut  278. 
or  601  ?92  5278 


ESTATE  EVANGELISM  CONFERENCE 

JANUARY  25-26,  2015  |  BRANDON  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  BRANDON 


MICt  trUOCNT 


•  A  TIAMItON  Of  MCtUlHOI 
At  AM  AftOMAAU  MIOt 


CONTACT 

D<S'"*Plt5H.r^fAMilv 
MINISTRY  DIPT  M8CB 
$00  74r  'A‘..  t  ,‘83 


^  2015 

DENNER 


ID  oHooa  fioM  w  a»if 


JUNES-M  CEKinAA.HLLSRCinEAT 


JUI«  n  04  CENTRAl  HUa  RETSSAT 


JUNE  IS  Ofl  BLUE  MOUNTAIN  COAifGE 

CAMPS  8EGM  ON  rrc  ERSr  0*r  VWIH  UEGSIBAJON  M  PM 

AND  ENDS  VWH  SK&WAST  ON  THE  CAST  OAV 


REGION  5 

TEMPLE  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 
HATTieSBURG 
JANUARY  22 
4:30  P.M.  ■ 

I 

RECION4 

POPLAR  SPRINGS  DRIVE 
BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
MERIDIAN 
MARCH  19 
4:30  PM. 

REGIONS 

HRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 

JACKSON 

MAY  14 

4:30  P.M. 


REGION  I 

NORTH  GREENWOOD 
BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
GREENWOOD 

august  20 

4:30  P.M. 

REGIONS  I 

HARRISBURG  BAPTIST  hHURCH 

Tupao  ^ 

OCTOBER  I 
4:30  PM. 


FEATURING 

JUMFUTRAL. 

IMCMM  OMCKM  IKUMn  mCt 

NO  COST 

RESERVATIONS  REQUIRED 


PLEASE  RSVP  TO  THE  STEWARDSHIP/COOPERATIVE 
PROGRAM  DEPARTMENT  1 -800-74S-1451.  EXT  347 
401-2t2-3347  LLEAVEUDMBCB.ORC 


A  Goad  aMoM  MMI  br  7W»-12ii  grad* 


Seal  >MbaA.  Emc  Oawtor,  Hhpoaiab  MouiMoin  MMilrte* 


Or  \rov  \4^tx"tstp\ 

WfP  Emphasis 


amdmom. 


OPPORTUNITIES 'OR  LEADERSHIP 
TRAININGS  DEVELOPMENT 


irtif' ; 


'  mhrb.or^ 


For  more  information  contact  the 
Discjplesh»p/Family  Ministry  C^t., 
MBCB,  800-748-1651,  Ext  283  ' 
601-292-3283  I  ' 


MISSISSIPPI 


MISSISSIPPI  SUPER  SUMMER 

July  13-17,^15 
Mississippi  College 


Registration  begins  Feb.  1 . 

For  costs  and  registration  requirements  visit  our  Web  site 
vvww.mssupersummer.com 


For  more  information  contact  the  Discipleship/Family  Ministry 
Department,  MBCB,  at  800-748-1651,  Ext.  283,  601-292-3283. 


^e/angdtsis 


r+*T>« 


a.m.  to 

February  7,  201 5 
Central 

Brandon  Baptist  Church,  Brandon 

February  21 ,  201 5 
North/South 

FBC,  Tupelo/Marion  BA.  Columbia 

State  Literacy  Missionf  Conferen< 
July  31— Aug.  1,  2015 
^  Qaraywa  CaflQP  and  Conference 


For  more  information  contact  the  WMU  at  800-748~1651, 
Ext.  215,  or  601-292-3215. 


Mh  Laura  MSngo  -  snan 

PatsraKHsiid«8«MB 

ArasnoaPnlSss 

M  8J>.  -  vian2 

IMstSaOtL 

KlMWnil 

MMRR-aaW 

Mm /US^  HsiMI  -  V1S«7 

nrauss.  jaK 

Para nMEiaWsmona  ys. 

RsaSIcssil 

waatAMea 

MM  Luis  Adas -avoe 

Mm  Enana  Oaoa  Epps 

Psranis:  JsiBM  a  Mwy 

3n7A>3 

MsiQsral 

ParanM:  Aaron  a  TMmy 

StO-SmaranAMcwiPaoplH  Aintrtea  Pwwtra 

MmB»iDsIMi-»W 

MIm  Envna  Oos  -  3l26A)e 

PaavSK  Jaramv  a  NnSaartt 

Mast  sirtoa 

RsaMoMd 

Mm  Emma  WbrSiv  '  MBAS 

PasMc  jais 

ntrasSK  Ohaila  a  Shannon 

1  D  AiL 


iRO-snom 

MKJkH 


PwniE  JSC 


Encourage  an  MK  with  a  card! _ 


FOR  SECURITY,  catdt  will  b«  fotwarded.  Please  send  all  to: 
MBC8  WMU  MK  BinbdMys,  PO  Bo«  530,  Jackson  MS  39205. 
(K  ^PLEASE  NOTE:  Chutch  memben  may  send  a  paduK  of  catdt 

(  tocedier,  caids  do  not  have  to  be  sent  individually  to  me  WMU. 
Individtial  cards  do  not  need  pottage  stamps  when  sent  as  a 
BAFlIhlbpackagetoMSWMU. 

Plaue imclmJe ytmr mmrn MUna •mauh cml enwtl^.  MKs Mtid tbtir fdrfMi 
may  wish  $•  stnd y0m  sm  tiftUrt  T  mt€  tf 
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Just  for  the  Record 


MS^l  udio  LLC 


Dcsinn  &  Integration  of  Profesaiorui)  Audio,  Video.  &  Lighunij 
C  httrch,  (Conference  Room.  School 
hqoipnient  sales,  service  and  installation 


1'iDOper  Hwes 

info<ii>msattdiollc.con) 


P.O  Box  1 575 
(  limon.  MS  39060 


Ph  60  3-9947 

Kax  60 1 -924-2880 


*■ 


wwM.  abd)  omes.  org 

ab6 

saxi'ssx 


MS  POSITIONS 


The  children  of  VICTORY  CHURCH,  BROOKHAVEN,  presented  a  cantau,  A  Shepherd's 
Story,  Dec.  14. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


BiBJL.  Tt 


CALVARY  CHURCH,  SMITHDALE,  held  a  VIP  Christmas  party  recently. 

In  other  Church  News: 

►  The  women’s  ministry  of 
First  Church,  Medison,  is 
hosting  an  event,  DevineW  De¬ 
signed,  Jan.  11,  6  p.m.  inicie 
Miles  of  Proverbs  31  Minis¬ 
tries.  speaker;  Sherry  Carter, 
music,  •nckets,  $10  online 
at  www.fbcmadison.org  or 
{601)856-6177. 

>  Crystal  RMye  Church, 

Louisville,  is  hosting  a  singing 
with  the  Tero  family  Jan.  to,  6 
p.m.  Love  offering. 

>■  Neshoba  Church,  Union, 
will  be  having  a  January  Bible 
Stud}'  on  Galatians  Jan.  14  be¬ 
ginning  li  a.m.  in  the  mom- 

throueh  the  M^cMt  fWT.  PISGAH  CHURCH.  SANDHILL,  elected  two  new  deacons 

leader.  Shown  are  Charlie  Evans,  piastor  Hal  Hood,  and  Murray  Farrar. 


ZJU  CXDI  GXZMM  QZJUDB  KBEV  GDZ 
CE  GDZ,  ZJU  KBEV  CXD  JEBCX  DODJ 
CE  CXD  DZGC,  CXDI  GXZMM  BFJ  CE 
ZJU  KBE  CE  GDDW  CXD  QEBU  EK  CXD 
MEBU,  ZJU  GXZMM  JEC  KTJU  TC. 

ZVEG  DTLXC:  CQDMOD 

Clue:  Q  =>  W 

Have Jim  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your 
knowledge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  su^tuted 
throughout  the  puxtk.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle:  Hosea  14:2 

•y  OwHes  Mw«.  I4n-7(KH.  O  lOOS 


NEW  HOPE  CHURCH.  FOXWORTH,  rec¬ 
ognized  those  who  had  perfect  attendance 
in  Sunday  School  for  the  past  church  year 
Shown  are  B.B.  Springer  (59  years);  Jimmy 
Thomas  (45  years):  and  Sherrell  Magee 
(33  years.) 


James  Ruffin,  pastor,  DEKALB  CHURCH, 
DEKALB,  received  a  certificate  for  60  years 
of  pastoring  churches.  He  is  seen  with  deacon 
chairman  Joe  VanDevender  (left)  The  church 
held  a  pastor  appreciation  lunch  following  the 
morning  worship  service. 


Pontotoc  church's  financial  secretary  pleads  guilty 


PONTOTOC,  Ms.  (Spwilal)  - 
The  long-time  financial  sec¬ 
retary  for  First  Church,  Pon¬ 
totoc,  pled  guilty  Dec.  8  to 
stealing  more  than  $562,000 
from  the  church  over  a  15-year 


period,  according  to  a  report 
written  1^  David  Helms  in  the 
Dec.  10  issue  of  the  Pontotoc 
Progress  new^per. 

Uiura  L.  Franklin,  65,  of 
Pontotoc  entered  four  guilty 


pleas  before  Circuit 
Thomas  Gardner  III.  .The 
charges  included  two  counts 
of  embezzlement,  one  count  of 
false  pretense,  and  one  count 
of  crmt  card  fraud.  Gardner 


sentenced  Franklin  to  a  total 
of  33  years  in  prison,  with  28 
years  suspend^  ami  ordered 
her  to  repay  the  chprch  in  the 
amount  of  $562,277.74,  the 
Procress  reported. 


Gardner  agreed  to  a  request 
60m  Franklin  to  be  allowed  to 

rid  Christmas  with  her  f»m- 
the  Prc«res8  article  stated, 
and  otdere«rher  to  report  to  the 
Pontotoc  County  Jail  on  Jan  2. 


1st  Annual 


LTIbASItH  IVCLlcr 

Huckabee  departing  Fox  news  snow  to  rsxrrs. 

A  'J  x  Tunica 

consider  2016  race  for  U.S.  president 


UTTLE  HOCK,  Ark.  (HP)  - 
Former  Arkansas  ■  governor 
and  Baptist  ^tor  Mike  Huck¬ 
abee  ended  his  Fox  News  TV 
show  Jan.  3  in  view  of  a  pos¬ 
sible  run  for  the  White  House 
in  2016.  In  his  last  campaign 
for  the  presidency,  Hucka¬ 
bee  finished  second  in  2008 
to  U.S.  Sen.  John  McCain  for 
the  Republican  nomination  to 
face  Democrat  Barack  Obama. 

’As  much  as  I  have  loved 
doing  the  show,  I  cannot  bring 
mysdf  to  rule  out  another 
presidential  run,’  Huckabee, 
59,  said  in  a  news  release 
prior  to  his  show’s  Jan.  3  air¬ 


'As  much  as  I  haua  loved  doing 
the-  show,  I  cannot  bring  myself  to 
rule  out  artother  presidential  run.' 

SSNm  Hucfcnto— 

Fornser  ArfuNwaa  governor 
and  Baptfot  pootor 


ing.  Huckabee  baa  hosted  the 
weekend  show  for  the  past  six 
and  a  half  years. 

Huckabee  said  he  will  make 
a  decision  about  running  for 
president  jn  late  spring,  ’but 


the  continued  chatter  has  put 
Fox  Ne%va  into  a  position  that 
is  not  fair  to  them  nor  ia  it 
possible  for  me  to  openW  de¬ 
termine  political  and  nnan- 
cial  support  to  justify  a  race. 


The  honorable  thing  to  do  at 
this  point  ia  to  end  my  tenure  | 
here  at  Fox.’ 

The  RealClearPoUties.com  : 
website,  in  an  anafyais  of  var-  j 
ions  polls  for  the  urst-in-tbe- 
nation  Iowa  caucuaes  in  Feb- 
niaiy  eoi6,  placed  Huckabee  ; 
in  the  lead  with  an  average  | 
of  15.7N  among  respondents 
from  July  through  CMober. 

Huckabee  ser^  as  Arkan¬ 
sas  governor  from  1996-2007, 
and  as  lieutenant  governor 
from  1993-96-  He  was  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Arkansas  Bap¬ 
tist  State  Convention  from 

1989-91. 
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performed  financially  because 
their  directors  deviated  from 

^irtodeTvCTfoe  core  audience 
for  Exodus  speab  to  a  deep 
d^function  within  Hollywood, 
an  elitist  arropnee  that  super¬ 
sedes  good  Dusineas  sense,’ 
Stone  said  in  a  statement.  ’Both 
Scott  and  [Noah  director  Dar¬ 
ren]  AronoNky  allowed  their 
personal  bias  to  create  a  chasm 
between  their  films  and  their 
natural  audiences. 


'Consumers  vote  with  their 
wallet.  Conversely,  fllmmak- 
:  the  audience 


are  rewarded." 

Stone  noted  that  The  Fas- 
sio/1  of  the  Christ,  which 
was  largely  faithful  to  Scrip¬ 
ture,  groned  S83.8  million 
its  opening  weekend  —  more 
than  three  times  what  Exodus 
brought  in. 

Exodus:  God  and  Kings  ia 
rated  FG-13  for  violence,  in¬ 
cluding  intense  battle  scenes. 


EPIC 

com.  from  p.  1 

SitjlfWeaaaiMMaawRaaamawHiw 

ineimUcabie  prepondennoe  of 
Britxdi  accents.  And  mont  of  aD, 
this  approach  wouid  complain 
aboutmedepiriionofGod’soam- 
municatian  with  Moses  through  a 
IsouQa  alert!)  zealous,  wradmil 
ii-year-oid  British  boy.’ 

Chris  Stone,  founder  of 
the  Christian -Watchdog  group 
Faith-Driven  Consumer,  said 
both  Exodus  and  Noah  under- 
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God  Inspires  the  Work  •  Nehemiah  2:1-8,  17-18 


CoMHt 

Nehcnnah  lived  during  the  sdi  C>tilniy, 
wiim  ArtaaenM  (465-424  BQ  ruled  Pei> 
•it.  He  served  m  the  long’s  ‘cupbearer’' 
(uuX  The  Hebrew  woed  is  a  ptitia^  that 
KieriDy  means ‘ooe  causing  to  dritik*  (£1; 
lee  also  Gen.  40:9'i3: 1  Kf  ICKS)- 

A  co{)betRr  did  not  juri  bartend.  He 
notectedtliekmbyaanipiingtfaewinebe- 
^  serving  it  *On  account  of  the  constant 
teof  plots  and  intrigues,  a  person  [tniuld] 
be  regarded  as  thofougUy  trustworthy  to 
bold  ms  paritua’ (The  Internatiofud  Strui- 
datd  B3iie  Encyclopaedia,  766).  Accord¬ 
ingly, ‘the  office  was  one  of  aignrd  itlfluenoe 
■id  honor'  (Emmett  WtOisd  Hamrick, 
lEsra-Tlehetniah,'  The  Bioadman  Bible 
CBrnmentasy,  472). 

tVhen  Neboniah  joume^  to  Judah, 
die  Jews  there  appointed  hm  'govemn'.' 
Chapters  1-12  chronide  his  twelve  jear  term 
(5:14- 19X  Ite  later  retumed  to  Judah  ior  an 
onperffied  amount  of  time  (i3:6-30X 

Conmctioii 

April  90,  2014,  was  the  last  day  of  the 
Spr^  Semester  at  Miasiasippi  CoB»  1 
bM  anticipated  being  buw  that  Wemies- 
day,  but  I  dk)  not  prepare  nr  calamity;  die 
sgH  ndiber  hose  mat  connected  our  wash¬ 
ing  madiine  to  the  odd  water  Une  ruptured, 
^ater,  water,  everewhere,  nor  ariy  drop 
to  drink’  (Sarnud  Thylor  Coleridge,  ‘Hhe 
Rime  of  the  Ancient  MsiinerO- 


Prom  Aped  30  urrtB  Jmte  &  my  fnrdb 
sard  I  were  nornda  Aa  we  wdaed  througn 
that  dreaded  valhy  ddibed  Ttebaadh*,' 
God  was fahbfid.  Ife loved  iratfarouah  ahoat 
of  friends  who  either  houaed  ua  or  wl  na. 

Rebuilding  ia  difeent  than  bu&hnfc  a 
fact  thattheBoakafNdwtraahreveds.  Note 
the  occurrence  ofthiee  verba: ‘Tcbuikr(2:s, 
IT,  4:1,  to,  rr,  6:1. 6;  7;t.  NASB),  'repair’ 
(30  tunes  in  cii^  3,  NASBX  and ‘teatote’ 
(3:8;  4:2,  NASBX  Tb  buBd  ia  eaciting,  but 
to  rdatikl  ii  exbauaHne  a  burden  that  aut^ 
vivots  bear.  Wher  na  ouBdfatg  reucesurts 
progress  (mote  diau  befcreX  rebiniding  is 
astnrggleto 

break  even;  dU 

ft  il 

ia 

mmm 

knving  dte 

loaa  or  a  loved  cate,  recovery  from  an  iSnesi 
cr  an  hguty,  ittaniage  reatocation  before 
dtvoroe  proceedings,  recxarriliatioo  with 
a  rdidliciua  cfafld  or  an  estranged  parent, 
businesate8lroctutingafterbaucnrplty,or 
rerawatians  due  to  be  or  storm?  Breore  hia 
wotkbegan.sutToundedhymbble,Nehe- 
miab  teattfrol,  "nie  good  hatal  of  nw  God 
was  on  me’ (^;  see  abo  xrS).  God  is  the 
maaterrehuuder. 


- -  -  ^>1 _ 

Pbur  months  s^Miaae  chapters  one  and 
two;  Otialrv'  (1:1)  is  November/December 
and  Niaan  (2:1)  is  Marcfa/^>^  for  Nehe- 


and  I  was  tasting  aitd  praying  before  the 
God  of  heaven  . . .  day  mid  mgbf  (1:4, 6, 
NASBX 

At  tforrison  Heights  Bm^  Churcli, 
our  Wednesday  night  prayer  fiat  has  a  tide: 

•PRAYER, 
The  first 
work.’  It 

Explore  tke  BiUs  ^^v^ 

„  that  jaay- 
wrtfr  Ivan  Parte  ■  h^  sbould 
never  be  a 
iaatiesort 
Nothing 
else  that 

a  fanman  being  can  do^  mattered  mixe  to 
Nehemiah.  His  prayers  appear  hr  chapters 
1  (w.  4-11),  4  (w.  4-5),  5  (v.  19X  fr  (w.  9, 
14X  and  13  (w.  14,  22,  29, 31X  AdcBdonal 
lefcitnces  to  Nehemiah  praying  appear  in 
chnpteiB  2  (v.  4)  and  4  (v.  qX 

Becauar  he  had  prayed,  Nehemuth  wit¬ 
nessed  firsthand  what  m  human  being 
oouldhave(kaiesin^e-handediy.First,Ar- 
taxences  granted  him  a  lengthy  leave  of  ab- 


The  Shelter  of  God's  Protection  •  Psalm  91:1-4;  9-11,  14  16 


daatril  ia  dme  for  a  icMewl  Over  the 
pMt  five  weeks  our  main  theme  has  been 
Storm  Shelter  PaalmB  of  God’s  Emfaraoe. 
Psalm  23  was  the  foondatioa  as  we  learned 
God  ia  wim  ua  no  matter  what  we  are  fisc¬ 
al  Then  brick  by  brick  we  built  upon  diis 
foundation  widi  me  foBowiisg  trudra:  God 
HiMaelfbouraalvatiofi:Go(rsfa(givenes8 
bringb  reparation  and  joj;  God  eaecnr- 
me  when  I  fcei  overvrfadmed;  and 
laat  week  we  studied  God  ia  die  source  of 
peace  far  die  midst  of  turmoQ.  Todqcwe 
wfl^plaoe  die  filial  brick  to  the  foundiaion: 

We'S'apmd'^Be'and'money  tak- 


widi  aotuid  mveaUnenta  aid  avoid  diaas- 
ter  from  a  volatile  market.  We  take 
caudona  to  protect  our  health.  Yet  notmng 
we  do  guarantees  protecdon.  How  men 
ffiould  we  Hve— in  constant  fear  or  adopt 
a  ’wsB  that’s  Bfe’  attitude?  The  answer  n 

no,  we  are  to  auat  God’s  loving  protecticn. 
Without  a  tide,  a  writer^snMUe,  or  date 

of  compositioii,  Paahn  91  is  lefened  to  as 
the  "The  lord’s  Protection'.  Somebe^ 
Moaea  wrote  the  Psahn  because  it  ties  back 

to  Paahn  90.  Addkianaily  diere  are  a- 
preaaioiia  vridch  are  ahown  in  other  writ- 


%frDiB  Moses.  C  H.  Bpuraeon  states, 
le  is  not  a  more  eheerfiil  PaMm.  Its 
tone  b  elevated  and  saatained;  H  ia  bMh  at 

its  best’ (Tleaauiy  of  DavidX 

Tbekwversetothb  Paahn  bverse  i;'He 
who  dweiua  in  the  secret  place  of  the  Mom 
Hi^  sfaaD  remain  stable  and  fixed  under 
the  shadow  of  the  AfamgbtyfWhoae  power 

no  foe  can  withstand]  Cm^X  Faimatits 

beat  b  brnnusc  to  abide  in  die  secret  place 
ofTheMoBlH^(Hb.ElElyonX  Jerry 


beat  b  bamint  to  abide  m  die  secret  place 

ofTheMoBlH^(Hb.ElElyonX  Jetty 
Rankin 
comments 
In  the  Se¬ 
cret  Pbee;  « 

^  Bij^  Studies  for  Life 

d^'piUlfii  ;  wUh  Laura  Leathers 

b  a  leh- 
tionthip 
widi  God 
inwhiefavre 

are  oouaiandy  abiding  in  Hb  premt  nd 
jcknowiedtinc  Hii  pravidenoe.  loe  result 
b  unsiiramT  of  Hb  provbian.  When  we 
are  coualantly  aware  erf  being  ”ta  Him.’ 
we  find  (xmeivea  overshadowed  by  Hb 
almig^  power,  controlling  our  dretlny. 
aveMte  our  enemies,  and  making  ei^ 
proi^ian  for  our  protecdon  and  binaing. 


seiax  (2:i-6X  Politicking  was  not  needed. 
Secosu],  Perab  partly  piM  for  die  project 
(2:7-8X  W^  would  Mpns  care  ab^  the 
holy  Turd,  Nenemiab  and  hb  fcBow 
workers  (3:1-32)  iriwik  Jerusabrn'i  waDs 
in  less  than  two  months  (6;i5X  Those  very 
WI&  bad  been  built  piecemeid  over  cxntu- 
liea  of  habitation  (e.g.,  the  *Brosd  WaD,* 
mentioned  in  3:8;  described  briefly  in  2 
Oar.  32^  la.  22:4-uX  Nebaniah’s  ptsyeis 
had  invited  God  to  intervene. 

RebuMing  Project  God’s  Woric 

Because  he  had  prayed,  Nehemiah  re¬ 
ceived  Goefs  “blueixints'  for  rebuilding 
(x  12X  The  work  would  have  been  daunting 
even  if  no  one  had  haraaaed  the  Jews.  Note 
the  canhtioo  of  Jerusalem; 'broken  down* 
(1:3;  xi3,-NASBX  “bunied’r<wisuroed 
widi  fire’ (1:^  2:3^  13,  ly.NASBX  and  “des¬ 
olate*  (X3,  17,  NASBX 

The  enemy  added  insult  to  ugmy  (2:10, 
19-20;  4=1-1 7-ia;  6:1-14, 1T-19X  Yet,  they 

confirmed  by  their  ungodly  oppoaitian  that 
the  reoonatiiKtioo  was  God’s  work;  die  rea¬ 
son  that  Nehemiah  notified  them, ‘T  am  do- 
iM  a  great  work  and  I  cannot  come  down, 
dxxild  the  work  stop  vdifle  I  leave  R 


That  assurance  comes  from  afllmdng  our 
fsitb  and  rriianoe  on  God,  abiding  in  Him, 
and  confessing,  as  in  veree  2,  *fHe  M  my 
refuge  and  ray  fortress,  my  God,  in  whom 
Ibuat!'  Notice  the  imagery  used  in  venes 
one  ihrough  five.  The  pseture  of  a  mother 
bird  placing  her  babies  under  her  wings 
(Mt  23:37)-  The  terms  refuge  and  for- 
tieaa,  incScate  militaiy  strengm  or  protec¬ 
tion.  Then  the  snare  <rf  the  fowler  or  the 
hunter’s  net’.  Hb  foitfafiibiess  b  a  shield 
and  buck- 
br(Epb.6: 
16X  God's 
faithful- 
neas  means 
we  can 
oexmt  on 
Hb  protec¬ 
tion. 

God’s 
sovereignty 
means  Me 

can  protect  us  in  all  things.  Again  we  see 
the  reference  to  the  *Mcxrt  High,  my  ref- 
!«■  (va.9X  In  verre  Ki,  "no  ^  ahaD  be 
idlow^  to  befaD  you...’  tiiere  b  a  very 
unpottant  point  we  need  to  remember, 
no  erne  b  ncempt  from  suffoging.  First 
Peter  xai  .wya:  "Por  to  tbb  you  have 
been  caBed,  beoniae  Christ  abo  suffered 


lire  a  great  work  snd  I  cannot  come  down. 

mould  the  work  stm  vdifle  I  leave  R 
and  come  dewn  to  you?*  (6:3) 

Parke  is  professor.  Department  of 
Chrisrian  Studies  and  /^ifosopfiy,  Mtssts- 
sim  CoOege,  and  a  i.iember  of  Morrison 
Heights  Church,  CHntcn. 


for  you,  leavlire  you  an  example,  so  that 
you  m^bt  fdatm  in  bb  st^  (ESV).’ 
Jerry  Rankin  comments:  'The  problem 
b  our  thinking  of  safety  in  world  terms  of 
comfort  and  rireenoe  of  suffering  rstbre 
than  in  terms  of  our  spiritual  seauify  in 
ChrbL..  Abiding  in  Him  bberatea  us  from 
the  fear  and  threats  of  what  might  happen 
to  us.’  If  you  are  in  Christ,  you  are  secure 
under  the  shadow  of  the  Almighty.  No  one 
can  phick  you  out  of  the  Heav^  Father's 

hand  (John  io;29X  The  nth  verse  b  the 
one  Satan  mbcpioted  to  Jesus  (Matt  4:6). 

In  the  final  section,  verses  14-1^  God 
Himself  b  the  speafco^T  wiB  deliver,  I 
will  protect,  I  wUl  answer,  i  will  be  wRh 
him,  I  win  rescue  and  honor  him,  wRh 
long  lifo  I  wiO  bim  and  show  him 

my  salvation.’  In  verse  14.  die  word  for 
lore  means  s  deep  looging  for  God,  ding¬ 
ing  to  Him.  Then  in  verse  16  we  see  the 
biessiire  He  gives  to  those  who  know  and 
lore  In  the  Old  Teatainent  thb  was 
obedience  to  the  Law.  Our  final  pxiint:  A 
loviire  rebtionahip  wRb  God  keeps  us  un¬ 
der  Iw  prolectioo. 

Daily  Dvrelling  on  the  Word  -  Prov¬ 
erbs  1:33 

Leathers  b  a  member  of  First  Churdi, 
Moifison. 


WMU 

cant,  ham  fi.t  ^ 

a  strong  foundation 
for  tile  partnership  that  exiata 
today  between  the  national  of¬ 
fice  and  our  state  WMU  pari- 
ocra.  Her  lore  for  mbaions  and 
mbafonaries  wiB  continue  to 


inspire  all  of  os  who  lead  today 
to  stay  faithful  to  the  poipoee  of 

WMU.’  .  . 

During  the  years  she  led  na¬ 
tional  WMU  the  or|anixstion 
emerieiKcd  growth  in  ^urch 
mresioM  oiganiiatioas;  began 
seve^  initiatives  Including  Ac- 
teens  Activatoia,  Baptbt  Nurs¬ 
ing  FeUowahip.  and  New  Hope 


Publbhers;  and  moved  WMU 
from  downtown  Birmingham  to 
its  current  location  at  100  Mis- 
sionaty  Ridge. 

A  graduate  of  New  Orleans 
Seminary,  ihe  was  awarcM 
hoaoraiy  doctorates  from  Wil¬ 
liam  Carey  Univeriity  in  Hat- 
tiesbuig.  Mobile  Col^ge  in  Mo¬ 
bile  AL,  Campbell  Unreersity  in 


Buies  Creek,  N.C,  Georaetown 
College  in  Georgetown,  Ky.,  and 
Houston  Baptist  University  in 
Houston,  Texas. 

In  1989,  Grumpier  retired 
from  WMU  and  married  James 
Joseph  Crumpicr,  a  widower 
vdio  was  then  pastor  of  Mt.  Car¬ 
mel  Church  in  Cincinnati.  She 
also  became  involved  with  the 


Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship, 
serving  as  moderator  in  1995' 

96- 

She  b  survived  by  her  hus¬ 
band  and  a  host  of  family  mem- 
ben.  Visitation  will  be  Jan.  2.3. 
4:30-7:30  p.m.,  at  ML  Carmel 
Oiurch.  A  memorial  service, 
also  at  the  church,  will  be  held 
on  Jan.  24  at  9:30  a.m. 
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